Ripple Effect Water Minute #15 – Trees and Energy Conservation
Trees are not only beautiful; they are very valuable in terms of energy conservation.

Shading the roof of a house from the afternoon sun by large trees can reduce temperatures inside the home by as much as 8 to 10 degrees Farenheit.  
Deciduous trees, those that lose their leaves in winter, provide summer shade, then drop their leaves in the fall, which allows the warmth of the sun to filter through their bare branches in winter and help warm the home. 
Winter winds in our area usually blow from the north or northwest and accelerate the rate of air exchange between a house and the outdoor environment.  Completely exposed homes are often much harder to heat.

Summer winds normally blow from the south and southwest with generally positive effects on our comfort.  Tall trees on the south and west can reduce the temperature while allowing the breeze to pass beneath and through the foliage canopy.

Now is the time to start planning for spring tree planting.  Contact your local conservation district and learn which trees will provide you with the most energy conservation benefits.

This Ripple Effect is brought to you by the Red River Basin Commission.

 
 

