Ripple Effect Water Minute #16 – Sharing Boundary Waters

Canada and the United States recognize that each country is affected by the other's actions when managing lake and river systems along the border.  
Establishing a mechanism for cooperation was important for the two countries in order to manage these waters wisely and to protect them for the benefit of today's citizens and future generations.  
The longest-standing and perhaps one of the most important bilateral environmental agreements between Canada and the US is the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. The principles and mechanisms it established to help prevent and resolve disputes regarding quantity and quality of the shared waters provide the basis for their protection.  
The treaty also established the International Joint Commission, the first permanent joint organization between Canada and the US, to fix and apply the rules of boundary water resource use.
When sharing boundary waters, differing needs conflict from time to time.   The Boundary Waters Treaty is there to help ensure that all of us work together to find solutions to problems and to protect the ecosystems in which we live.

This Ripple Effect is brought to you by the Red River Basin Commission.

 
 

