Ripple Effect Water Minute #17 –  Farmland Erosion

Diesel fuel prices are at an all-time high as are concerns of how farming practices can affect water quality.  Many of the streams and rivers in the Red River Basin are in trouble – they are too muddy and too rich in nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorus. 
The quality of the surface water tracks closely with the surrounding land use and the more exposed soil on the landscape, the greater the potential for water and wind erosion.

This summer farmers should begin to think about how they can prevent erosion on their land.  When farmers head into the field for fall tillage, they should ask themselves three questions:

· Can I change my crop rotation or tillage practice to reduce tillage, save fuel, and leave 30% crop residue on the ground after I am done? 
· Where are my worst erosion spots and what can I do to prevent erosion and loss of crops? and 
· Where can I reduce loss of inputs and maximize my efforts and outputs through enrollment of “problem areas” into conservation programs? 

Farmers concerned about soil erosion and how to prevent it should contact or visit their local Conservation District.

This Ripple Effect is brought to you by the Red River Basin Commission.
 
 

