Ripple Effect Water Minute #19 – Whose Water Is It?

When allocating our water resources in the Red River Basin, it is understandable that we can expect potential problems to arise, particularly during times of extreme drought.   Problems may arise due to the differences in the way each jurisdiction allocates their water resources.

 

Manitoba, North Dakota, and South Dakota all allocate water based on the Prior Appropriation Doctrine.  Prior appropriation can be summed up by the phrase – “first in time, first in right.”  What this means, is that the first person, company, or community to get permitted for a beneficial use of water, has priority over others that are awarded permits after them, or later in time. 
 

In Minnesota, a very different means of allocating water is recognized, called the Riparian Doctrine. Under this legal framework, only landowners with water flowing through, or adjacent to their own property, and that put the water to beneficial use, may lay claim to the water, and be awarded a permit.

 

The Red River Basin Commission has encouraged and facilitated dialogue between all of the jurisdicitons to proactively address these potential conflicts, before they arise.

This Ripple Effect is brought to you by the Red River Basin Commission.
 
 

