Ripple Effect Water Minute #3 – Storm Drains
Don’t use the sewer as a garbage can.  What goes into the sewer through toilets, sinks or storm drains can end up in our rivers. 

In your home, there are many items that shouldn’t be put down the drain, such as

· Dental floss
· Human and pet hair

· Cotton swabs, and
· Cosmetics
Put them in the garbage where they belong.
Leftover or expired prescription drugs and over-the-counter medicines should be taken to a pharmacy where they can be disposed of safely.

Dispose of household hazardous waste products safely by taking them to a hazardous waste collection center.  Call your city or county for their location and hours of operation. 
Common hazardous wastes include:

· Paint brush cleaners
· Chemical lawn fertilizers

· Leftover paint

· Antifreeze 

· Household cleaners
· Weed or insect killer, and
· Used oil products.
You can help make sure our rivers stay healthy by always disposing of your trash properly.
This Ripple Effect water minute is brought to you by the Red River Basin Commission.

 
