Ripple Effect # 56 - Fertilizing Your Yard

The warm weather is here and the mountains of bagged fertilizers are in stores.  It’s tempting to walk right up, buy what we think will cover our yard – and go to work!  

NOT a good idea!  For one thing, much of our yard doesn’t WANT fertilizer in the spring.  Grass, for instance is best fertilized in the fall (early to mid-September) to promote winter survival and early spring growth.  

And some plants, such as wildflowers or other arid and semiarid native plants, typically do not need supplemental fertilizer at all – fertilizing can make them spindly.     Nor do new seedlings – where adding nitrogen only feeds the weeds. 

Spring time fertilizing CAN help trees and shrubs.  Convenient foliar sprays contain the necessary macronutrients (N-P-K).  Remember – do not fertilize trees again in the late summer since that could delay their “hardening off” for the winter.  

This Ripple Effect is brought to you by the Red River Basin Commission.
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