Ripple Effect Water Minute #5 – Wetlands 
Wetlands are transitional areas whose environments are controlled by water. The plants and animal species associated with wetlands are unique and rare in many areas.
There are five distinct wetland regions.  The Red River Basin lies within the largest which is called the Plains/Prairie Pothole region. It is the most extensive region starting from within Canada all the way to the tip of Texas.  Several types of wetlands occur in the Basin which are important to migrating waterfowl and shorebirds. Wet marshlands, shallow frequently flooded wetlands, and deeper permanent water pool wetlands all provide a complex web of insect, aquatic and plant life that is difficult to replicate once it is lost. 
Wetlands also offer flood reduction benefits by retaining snowmelt and fast summer rains, and then slowly releasing the water to the atmosphere or surrounding land. 
Conservation agencies need your help to protect existing wetland and restoring degraded wetlands within the Red River Basin.
This Ripple Effect Water Minute is brought to you by the Red River Basin Commission.

