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How Grand Forks, ND and 
East Grand Forks, MN got 
started in developing a 
greenway



Located at the confluence of two rivers, our 
communities have a long history of flooding.



After the 1997 Flood

The project was born… the community needed a 
permanent flood protection project.

The Bonus was the community also had the 
opportunity to create a greenway in an urban settin g.  



What is the Greenway?

In Grand Forks and East Grand Forks the Greenway 
means the approximately 2,200 acres of natural spac e 
located between the flood protection system and the  
banks of the Red and Red Lake Rivers.  



The Greenway features
� 2 golf courses; 1-18 

hole and 1-9 hole
� 4 boat ramps
� Campground
� Disc golf
� Wildlife viewing 

areas
� Playgrounds

� Basketball courts
� Tennis courts
� Historical 

interpretive pieces
� Softball fields
� Sand volleyball
� Horseshoe pits
� Wildflower gardens



� Ice skating rinks

� Sledding hills
� Cross country ski trails

� Snowmobile trails
� A Dog Park

� Storm water detention ponds
� And more to come!



The benefits of the project 
have been immeasurable



The Greenway provides a vital 
component to the flood 
protection system in Grand 
Forks and East Grand Forks

It also added endless 
recreational 
opportunities



A permanent 
flood protection system



Storm Water Storage Areas



Over 20 miles of new multi-
purpose trails added 



A seamless trail system 
connecting the communities



A source of year round 
recreational activities



A setting for educational 
opportunities



A top notch facility for 
community events



New commercial development



Opportunities for Green 
Infrastructure

Rain Gardens & Tree Plantings 





Visit us on the Internet at:
www.grandforksgov.com/greenway

Melanie Parvey-Biby
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mparvey@grandforksgov.com
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