
Dan Swanson
Invasive Species Program

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources

Minnesota’s Invasive 
Species Program



"Invasive species" means a non-native 
species that: 

1) causes or may cause economic or 
environmental harm or harm to human 
health; or 

2) threatens or may threaten natural resources 
or the use of natural resources in the state.

(M.S.84D)

Definition



“ The [DNR] commissioner shall establish 
a statewide program to curb the spread 

of invasive species of aquatic plants 
and wild animals . The program must 

provide for coordination among 
governmental entities and private 

organizations …”
(MN Statutes 84D.01)



1.Prevent introductions 
of new invasive 
species into Minnesota



Hydrilla



Bighead Carp



Silver Carp

Photo: Courtesy Chris Young



BAFF Acoustic Deterrent
(Bio-acoustic Fish Fence)

Courtesy of FGS



2. Early Detection , 
Rapid Response , and 
Containment



Zebra Mussel
Quaga Mussel



Flowering Rush





New Zealand 
Mudsnail

• densities greater than 100,000/m2 in suitable habi tat



Spiny waterflea



Early Detection

Seek to find and have reports of new 
species or new infestations



Rapid Response

Respond to new infestations 
(e.g., remove mute swans from wild and 

treat new infestations)



Union Lake, Polk County
September 19, 2007 



Eurasian water milfoil 



Eurasian water milfoil matted 
on the water surface



The sampling routes (green) and the random locations 
(yellow) where Eurasian water milfoil was found on 

September 16, 2007 and October 3, 2007

Pump Station Public Access



Pump and inlet device 
on Union Lake.





Watercraft Inspections

State law mandates at least 10,000 
hours of inspections of watercraft that 
leave waters of the state. (MN Statutes 
84D.02, Subd. 4)



Prevention Grants

New grants will be initiated in 2008. Cooperative 
hiring of inspectors will be eligible.



Public Awareness
Tools to raise 
public awareness 
include several 
mass media: 
� radio
� TV
� billboards
� papers
� gas pumps



Public Awareness

Other tools to raise 
public awareness 
include : 
� ID cards
� Signs
� Brochures



“A person may not transport aquatic 
macrophytes on any ... road or 

highway, except as provided …”
(MN Statutes 84D.09, Subd. 1)

Regulations



Regulations



“A person may not place or attempt to 
place into waters of the state a watercraft, 
trailer, or plant harvesting equipment that 
has aquatic macrophytes, zebra mussels, 
or prohibited exotic species attached.”

(MN Statutes 84D.10)

Regulations



“The taking of wild animals from infested waters for bait
… is prohibited, except … the taking … may be 
permitted for:

(1)  commercial taking … according to a permit …;
(2)  bait purposes for noncommercial personal use in 
waters that contain Eurasian water milfoil, when the 
infested waters are designated solely because they 
contain Eurasian water milfoil and if the equipment for 
taking is limited to cylindrical minnow traps .” (M.S. 
84D.03)

Regulations



• Infested waters may not be 
transported on a public road

• A person leaving infested waters 
designated as having … zebra 
mussel or spiny water flea must 
drain bait containers, other 
boating-related equipment 
holding water…, and livewells 
and bilges by removing the drain 
plug

Regulations

QuickTime™ and a
TIFF (LZW) decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Civil Citation Penalty
Fail to drain infested water $ 50
Transport  aquatic plants on public road $ 50
Transport infested water w/o permit $200
Transport or possess prohibited species $250
Launch into noninfested waters $100 - $500
Subsequent offenses $1,000
Refuse inspection Lose boat license for year

Misdemeanor Up to $1000 or 90 days

Gross Misdemeanor Up to $3000



Enforcement

Beginning in 2008, 10 new officers will be working 
50% on invasive species



3. Reduce the impacts
caused by invasive 
species to MN’s 
ecology, society,  and 
economy



The DNR provides grants for aquatic plant 
management and also technical assistance to 

local associations and governments.

Grants and Technical 
Assistance



• Test herbicides for management of curly-
leaf pondweed and Eurasian watermilfoil

Research



• Seek and apply  
biological 
controls

Research






