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NRCS Wetland Restoration
Programs

Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)

Continuous Conservation Reserve
Program (CCRP)

PL-566 Small Watersheds Program



Wetland Reserve Program

e Farm Bill 1985-1996
and 2002

e Perpetual and 30
years easements

e One time payment
based on value of the
land

 Federal cost-share for
all restoration work







Wetland Restoration Cont’'d

Includes re-vegetation
Must be seeded to native grasses

Perpetual easements are 100% cost-
shared

30 year easements are 75% cost-shared






CCRP Farmed Wetland Pilot

10-15 year contract

Annual rental
payment

$75 - $115 per acre

Pays 90% cost of
restoration

3:1 max ratio upland
to wetland

CRP Practices CP-
23,27,28 & 37



Conservation Reserve Program

 Farmed Wetland Pilot (FWP)
 Duck Nesting Habitat CP-37
 Marginal Pasture Wetland Buffer



Marginal Pastureland Wetland
Buffer

e Continuous CRP program
e 10-15 year contracts

e $56 - $66 per acre plus $100/acre sign-up
bonus

 Includes a 90% cost-share for exclusion
fences, alternative water, and seeding









PL-566 Watershed Program

e Land treatment program utilized to
Improve water quality

e 65% cost-share from the NRCS

e |ncludes wetland restoration and creation
of small dams for livestock water, wildlife
and sediment retention












USDA Farm Bill (Swampbuster)

Prohibits drainage of wetands
Penalizes by taking away USDA payments

Became law in the Food Security Act of
1985

Allows for restoration of USDA benefits by
restoration of wetland(s)






Wetland Restoration Cont’'d

High NRCS workload
due to high
commodity prices

To include surface
ditch requests

Sub-surface drain tile

Annual maintenance
or improvement of
existing alterations






