
Wildlife EconomicsWildlife Economics



““In a world where money talks, the In a world where money talks, the 
environment needs value to give it a environment needs value to give it a 

voice.voice.”” ––Frances Frances CairncrossCairncross



Is There Money in Wildlife?



Lots of DataLots of Data



HuntingHunting



FishingFishing
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Wildlife Related RecreationWildlife Related Recreation--
NationallyNationally--20012001

�� 82 Million Participants82 Million Participants

�� $108 Billion in $108 Billion in 
expendituresexpenditures



Wildlife Related RecreationWildlife Related Recreation--
NationallyNationally--20062006

�� 87 Million Participants87 Million Participants

�� $120 Billion in $120 Billion in 
expendituresexpenditures



Participants by ActivityParticipants by Activity
20062006
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North Dakota HuntingNorth Dakota Hunting
20062006

• 128,000 participants
• $129,114,000 in expenditures



North Dakota FishingNorth Dakota Fishing
20062006

� 106,000 participants
� $93,729,000 in expenditures



North Dakota Wildlife Watching North Dakota Wildlife Watching 
20062006

�� 148,000 participants148,000 participants

�� $22,913,000 in expenditures$22,913,000 in expenditures



Outdoor Recreation IndustryOutdoor Recreation Industry
20062006

�� Activities in the StudyActivities in the Study
–– BicyclingBicycling
–– CampingCamping
–– FishingFishing
–– HuntingHunting
–– PaddlingPaddling
–– Snow sportsSnow sports
–– TrailsTrails
–– Wildlife ViewingWildlife Viewing



What is the What is the 
Outdoor Recreation Economy?Outdoor Recreation Economy?

�� Contributes $730 Billion Annually Contributes $730 Billion Annually 
to U.S. Economyto U.S. Economy

�� Supports 6.5 Million JobsSupports 6.5 Million Jobs

�� Provides Sustainable Growth in Provides Sustainable Growth in 
Rural CommunitiesRural Communities

�� Generates $289 Billion in Retail Generates $289 Billion in Retail 
Sales and Services in U.S.Sales and Services in U.S.



The Active Outdoor Recreation EconomyThe Active Outdoor Recreation Economy

�� $730 billion annual contribution$730 billion annual contribution

�� Biking, camping, fishing, hunting, paddling, Biking, camping, fishing, hunting, paddling, 
snow sports, trails, wildlife viewingsnow sports, trails, wildlife viewing

�� Top three in participation: 1) Wildlife viewingTop three in participation: 1) Wildlife viewing--
66 million; 2) biking66 million; 2) biking-- 60 million; 3) trails60 million; 3) trails--56 56 
millionmillion



Who Fuels the Outdoor Recreation Economy?
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Employment in Outdoor RecreationEmployment in Outdoor Recreation
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An Overlooked Economic GiantAn Overlooked Economic Giant
Dollars in Retail Industries 
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North Dakota TourismNorth Dakota Tourism
20062006

�� North DakotaNorth Dakota’’s 2s 2ndnd

largest industrylargest industry

�� $3.8 billion to the $3.8 billion to the 
StateState’’s economys economy

�� Tourism is 29% of Tourism is 29% of 
StateState’’s economic s economic 
outputoutput

�� Fastest growing Fastest growing 
industry in N.D.industry in N.D.



BackgroundBackground

�� Tourism is the 2Tourism is the 2ndnd largest industry in ND and largest industry in ND and 
29% of the states economy 29% of the states economy 

�� Tourism is now a $3.8 billion industry in ND Tourism is now a $3.8 billion industry in ND 
annuallyannually

�� Baby Boomers tourism is estimated to peak in Baby Boomers tourism is estimated to peak in 
20202020

�� For each dollar spent on advertising there is an For each dollar spent on advertising there is an 
$81 return$81 return

Statistics Provided by NDSU Extension Service & ND Tourism Director
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National Wildlife Refuge SystemNational Wildlife Refuge System

�� 548 Refuges548 Refuges

�� At least one if every stateAt least one if every state

�� 96 Million Acres96 Million Acres



Refuges NationallyRefuges Nationally
20062006

�� 35 Million Visitors35 Million Visitors

�� Refuges in the lower Refuges in the lower 
48 provided $1.7 48 provided $1.7 
Billion in sales in Billion in sales in 
regional economiesregional economies

�� 4 times the amount 4 times the amount 
appropriated to the appropriated to the 
Refuge SystemRefuge System



Birding/Birding FestivalsBirding/Birding Festivals

�� Rockport,TexasRockport,Texas-- 4,500 Birders each spent 4,500 Birders each spent 
$248 for a total of $1.3 million in new $248 for a total of $1.3 million in new 
spending in a 4 day eventspending in a 4 day event

�� Cape May, New JerseyCape May, New Jersey-- 100,000 Birders 100,000 Birders 
annually, cumulative impact of $10 millionannually, cumulative impact of $10 million

�� Grand Island, NebraskaGrand Island, Nebraska-- 8,000 birders 8,000 birders 
annually spend $15 million.annually spend $15 million.



Wildlife Habitat Societal ValueWildlife Habitat Societal Value

�� Flood Water Retention/MitigationFlood Water Retention/Mitigation
�� Water Quality ImprovementWater Quality Improvement
�� Erosion ControlErosion Control
�� Economic DiversityEconomic Diversity
�� Carbon SequestrationCarbon Sequestration
�� Wildlife=Recreation/TourismWildlife=Recreation/Tourism
�� Conservation of ResourcesConservation of Resources
�� BiofuelsBiofuels







ThatThat ’’s Good Business!s Good Business!


