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Environmental Farm Planning (EFPs)

• One of the initiatives under the Agricultural 
Policy Framework (APF)

• Manitoba producers actively participated in 
EFP workshops

• EFP initiative is a partnership between:
• Farm Stewardship Association of Manitoba (FSAM)

• Manitoba Agriculture, Food & Rural Initiatives

• Agriculture & Agri-Food Canada



Environmental Farm Planning

• Voluntary process to assess on-farm 
environmental risks and benefits

• Objectives :
• Increase environmental awareness
• Assess risks and benefits
• Develop Action Plan
• Mitigate Environmental Risk
• Enhance Environment Performance

• EFP workbook used as tool to carry out 
planning process



EFP Accomplishments (Manitoba)

• 875 workshops were held (half are workshop 
#1 and half are workshop #2) 

• Nearly 7,000 producers participated in 
workshops

• 5,600 workbooks have been reviewed and 
Statements of Completion issued (represents 
94% of participants) 

• Over 8.8 million acres have been assessed



Canada-Manitoba Farm 
Stewardship Program (CMFSP)

• Follow-up program to EFP process (voluntary)

• overall objective of program is to accelerate the adoption of 
beneficial management practices (BMPs)

• A beneficial management practice (BMP) is any agricultural 
management practice that mitigates or minimizes negative 
impacts and risk to the environment by maintaining or improving 
water, land and air quality and biodiversity 

• cost-shared incentives are available to producers for the 
implementation of BMPs to address on-farm environmental 
risks

• 30 different BMP categories avail. to Manitoba producers



CMFSP Accomplishments To-Date

• Total program budget is $42.1M CAN (federal dollars)
• 12,900 funding applications submitted by producers
• Over 7,700 projects completed with $36.5 M CAN paid to 

producers to date
• Top 5 BMP categories: 

• 1. Improved Cropping Systems (3315 projects) 

• 2. Product and Waste Management (1468 projects) 
• 3. Wintering Site Management (1025 projects) 

• 4. Improved Pest Management (610 projects) 

• 5. Nutrient Management Planning (449 projects)



Activities in the Red River Basin

• 7,500 acres of environmentally sensitive land 
converted from annual cropping to perennial 
cover (Greencover)

• BMPs:
• Low to moderate uptake of erosion control BMPs
• Moderate to high uptake of livestock management 

BMPs (mainly cattle)
• Low to moderate uptake of manure management (dairy 

and hogs) and nutrient management planning BMPs
• Significant uptake of Improved Cropping Systems BMPs 

(GPS, variable rate tech., equipment modification)















Future Activities

• Negotiations for new programming under 
Growing Forward are ongoing with Manitoba

• Working towards continuation of on-farm risk 
assessments and on-farm stewardship 
initiatives starting April 1, 2009

• Manitoba - lead role in designing and delivering 
new programming available to producers



BMP Performance

• Limited monitoring has been done of 
environmental effectiveness on the landscape

• More science and technical information 
required on environmental effectiveness of 
specific BMPs 

• Evaluate at field and watershed scales

• Continue to refine BMPs



Initiatives and Opportunities

• Studying the effectiveness at the watershed 
level: WEBs

• Watershed MAPS Project

• On-going coordination and cooperation 
amongst various agencies and jurisdictions is 
essential


