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Who is Involved?

• The Centre for Indigenous 
Environmental Resources (CIER)
– Mike Pierre -Project Manager

– Bruce Maclean –Research Associate

– Krista Scott – Research Associate

• Interested First Nations Affiliated 
With The Southern Chiefs’
Organization (SCO)
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CIER
• Founded in 1994
• National First Nation-directed 

environmental non-profit organisation
• Four program areas: Taking Action on 

Climate Change, Building Sustainable 
Communities, Protecting Lands and 
Waters, and Conserving Biodiversity

• CIER vision: Sustainable First Nation 
communities and a healthy environment
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First Nations Fish Habitat Program

• Funding provided by the 
Aboriginal Inland Habitat 
Project (AIHP) from the 
Department of fisheries 
and Oceans (DFO)

• Funding until March 2009
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Major Watersheds

• Red River
• Winnipeg River
• Assiniboine River
• Lake Winnipeg
• Lake Manitoba
• Lake Dauphin
• Lake Winnipegosis
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Who Is the FNFHP For?

Interested First Nations 
within the above-
mentioned watersheds
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Program Goals

To assist First Nations that want to 
protect, recover, and manage their 
fish habitat

education and training opportunities; 
and,
•Support involvement of First Nations 
in fish habitat management, policy 
development, and other initiatives.
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Program Activities
• Facilitate fish habitat discussions at regional 

and community level
• Enhance sharing of information and access 

to resources
• Conduct research (legislation, strategies, 

tools) on fish habitat management issues 
and solutions

• Develop and distribute communication 
materials related to fish habitat impacts and 
potential management solutions
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Program Activities cont…
• Su pport First Nation involvement in 

watershed management planning and other 
initiatives

• Assist First Nations with project design 
and/or proposal writing to access funding 
for fish habitat activities

• Organize workshops for fish habitat training
• Develop training and outreach materials for 

youth
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Past Activities

• 4 Regional meetings with 15 First 
Nations between May and July, 2008 
(Keeseekoowenin FN, Sioux Valley 
Dakota Nation, Sagkeeng FN and Lake 
Manitoba First Nation)

• CIER attended fisherman’s meeting in 
Poplar River in April, 2008

• Information campaign and brochure 
mailouts
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Communication Tools
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Communication Tools
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Communication Tools
-cont.
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Habitat Threats-What We Heard

• Agriculture (cattle, pesticide run-off, erosion 
and sedimentation)

• Hydro development –Dams and water 
regulation

• Poor Wastewater and Waste management -
Nutrient loading

• Algal blooms – poor water quality
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Habitat Threats-What We Heard

•Logging-Pulp and paper effluent pollution

•Oil exploration and development

•Invasive species-carp and zebra mussels
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Next Steps
• Work with southern First Nations 

interested in community based 
projects

• Identifying interested First 
Nations in the north
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Next Steps
• Organizing northern regional 

meetings – issues scan
• Assist First Nations in taking 

action
• Provide information and training 

to First Nations
• Build First Nation participants 

environmental capacity
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Contacts

CIER
Mike Pierre 

mpierre@cier.ca
(204) 956-0660
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Thank You

Questions?


