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Red River of the North

North flowing river

Had/has an interconnect to Minnesota
River to Mississippl River

Northern edge of ccf native range
Historically — catfish used for food

— Human or hogs

DENS

— Water supplies
— segmented the river




Channel Catfish of the Red River

1970’s saw Increase In interest for large
channel catfish

Recognized as important local, regional,

and national recreational fishery

Promoted in In-Fisherman, outdoor
columns, regional news articles, etc.

Destination by nonlocal recreators




Channel Catfish
Population Size Structure

(1996-1997-1998 data sets)

Sites
Overall
RSD* Groupings Kidder 3rushvale Fargo Grand Forks Drayton

Substock** 13 58 79 36 56

Stock to Quality 60 87 69 47 38
Quiality to Preferred 12 50
Preferred to Memorable 1 2
Memorable to Trophy <1 <1

<Trophy 0 0

PSD 13




Yes Virginia,
People do fish for
these things

by
ME

Someone who enjoys fishing the river



Recreational Fishery

* A desirable fish specie

 Numbers of large fish

 Reasonable opportunity to catch these
fish

* Recognition of that accomplishment

« GOT TO BE FUN






Anglers want big fish

FIDDLERS or EATERS
Stock: 11 - 16 inches

NICE ONES
Quality: 16 - 24 inches

LARGE FISH
Preferred: 24 - 28 inches

GRINNERS
Memorable: 28 - 36 inches

PIGS
Trophy: over 36 inches



Red RIVer'S ..

Channel Catfish Population
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1994 Angler Survey

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources
01 and September 05, 1994

159,723 hours of angling

Channel catfish were the “most sought after fish”

— 40,501 catfish caught
— 15,787 fish harvested (39% of catch)

Harvested catfish average - 17 inches, range of 7
to 36 inches

Catfish harvest was 12,855 kg or 5.7 kg/ha
Anglers spent about $34.79 per trip
Anglers total expenditures were $1.7 million
7% nonresidents



2000 ANGLER SURVEY

North Dakota Game and Fish Department
15 March to 31 October, 2000

194,981 angler hours
— boat - 76,539 hrs and shore - 118,442 hrs)
— 64,880 individual angler days

e or 33,919 angler trips/parties

Anglers preferred channel catfish

— 54,448 caught
— 10,444 harvested (20% harvest rate)

Harvested catfish, average - 20 inches
— range of 10 to 39 inches

3.7 kg/ha of channel catfish harvested



2000 ANGLER SURVEY

continued

e 95096 were locals
— 70% from ND and 30% from MN

e 506 were Nonresidents

A NE| TX |MOY| IL| SD| NV | CA | OK Wi FL

33% | 26% | 10% | 8% | " 5:

e #5% +8
- & . 858
-9 & . $5+ "7
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 How was fishing
— 49% “MODERATELY SATISFIED”

— 35% “VERY SATISFIED.”
e 1994: 46% “AVERAGE” and 16% “GOQOD”

 What made for good fishing
— “CATCHING BIG FISH” — 29%
— “OPPORTUNITY TO FISH" — 26%
— “ENJOYING OTHER’'S COMPANY” — 20%
— “FISH TO EAT” — 1%
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* Improve the fishery by

—“STOCK MORE FISH" — 34%
* No biological reason/Not stocking

— “COMPLEX REGULATIONS"” — 2%
 Needed, Simple, Enforceable, and Evaluated

— “FISH PASSAGEWAYS OVER DAM" —
23%



Improving the Fishery

from 2000 Angler Survey

 Dams are barriers to upstream movement

(areas for spawning, food, habitats/space, life cycle needs, and time of year)

* High water over the dam can be a
problem

— Fish can only swim so fast , if water is running faster
downstream than a fish can swim upstream, that fish cannot
make it over the dam




Improving the Fishery

from 2000 Angler Survey

 Reconnect the river
— Fish passageways at dams (five out of eight done)

— Christine Dam and Hixson Dam planning for
— Drayton Dam being discussed this month




Current Use of River
More interest

#

4t highest used fishery by North Dakotans
in 2007

Public use increasing - fishing clinics, fishing

tournaments, more parks open to fishing, more boat ramps, and
access

More concern for the river



Protecting the River

Regulations

— Five catfish limit
— Only one large catfish in possession
— No “chunking” fillets

Catch and release

Bait restriction

ANS prevention required

FiIsh management (red River Steering Committee)

— Fisheries biologists and resource managers
— Communication of needs and efforts
— Project’s status



Protecting the River

Resource Agencies

— Recreation

— Pollution control
— Permitting projects
— Water use projects

A good river brings people to the area
— Marketing for the area

From itself or from forceful control
Understanding the system as a whole



Continued Use of River

* Recreational fishing
— Other species and techniques

* Not just a world of catfish and walleye

 Non-consumptive uses

— Just nice to be there
— Wildlife
— Canoeing

 \Whatever you enjoy






