



OUR OPINION: Some sleep while others seek solutions to water woes

It seems as if eyes glaze over when the subject of water comes up. People pay attention only when the water itself comes up, in times of flood, or goes down, in times of drought. That’s why the work of groups such as the Red River Basin Commission is so important. Those guys are paying attention to water issues while the rest of us are rubbing the sleep from our eyes. 
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That’s why the work of groups such as the Red River Basin Commission is so important. Those guys are paying attention to water issues while the rest of us are rubbing the sleep from our eyes.

Thanks to their attention, the Red River Valley may be a safer, less flood-prone place to live and work – and play.

The Red River Basin Commission is undertaking a basinwide look at water problems. This means not just the quantity of water, which is often too much and sometimes too little, but also the quality of water, which is often too low.

The commission has identified four major areas of concern:

n The quality of water in the Red River Basin.

n The supply of water in the basin.

n Controlling floods in the basin.

n And managing the basin’s resources so that they sustain people, wildlife and habitats.

It’s a tall order.

The important thing to remember is that these goals aren’t exclusive. Preserving water quality can help further the other goals, as well.

Plus, a holistic approach can save money.

Canada’s environment ministry has provided seed money for the commission’s work — $55,000 from the Lake Winnipeg Stewardship Fund.

The source is significant. The Red River flows into Lake Winnipeg, so what happens to the Red River also happens to the lake.

It’s hard to keep a sharp focus on this essential truth because Lake Winnipeg seems far away from many Red River basin communities. The lake is in Canada; much of the Red River basin is in the United States.

The Red River’s status as an international river basin is not unique, of course. North America has other international waterways. The St. Lawrence comes to mind. So does the Rio Grande. The first is shared with Canada, the second with Mexico.

There’s no doubt that international status complicates water issues. We know that all too well in this part of the world.

The important thing to remember is that there’s no solution to one problem in the basin that doesn’t affect other areas of the basin. 

So, we’re going to have to work together.

The Red River Basin Commission has started that work. It’s important work, even if most people don’t pay much attention.

